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Pipeline absorption pillows discussed in Vernon
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 6, 2012, 12:10 PM

BY JESSICA LOPEZ
CORRESPONDENT
AIM VERNON
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The environmental commission (EC) gave a presentation at the Aug. 27 town council meeting of a video
some 10 or 15 minutes long. The group showed a series of videos taken in the wetlands of Wawayanda
State Park of sludgy, slimy blobs called absorption pillows, products used to absorb and remove
industrial or commercial waste - such as petroleum - from their surroundings.
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The commission claimed to have found 20 of the
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property, which adjoins Wawayanda State Park.
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"What they are giving off or are made up of I don't know," stated Williams. "They are not at all easy to
handle."
He added that a person has to "get lost to find them."
The chairman added that Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company should have a map of wherever they dropped
off absorption pillows. Several members of the commission noted that the pillows, once the size of a loaf
of bread, had swelled to many times that size.
Williams stated he and the commission had marked the location of each of the pillows they found, and
that they were "all located adjacent to the pipeline on the Newark Watershed property." According to
Williams, after the pipeline was installed, the cleanup for the "backwater stuff" was never handled
properly.
In the Highland Lakes area, the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company also deployed the absorption pillows,
and the company claimed to pick up all of those, stated Williams.
It was Councilman Patrick Rizzuto who finally recommended that the commission contact the authorities
in charge of the Newark Pequannock Watershed.
Williams noted that communication with El Paso Corporation - the company that owns the pipeline - has
been patchy. As of the Aug. 27 meeting, he had been waiting two months or more for word from the
company on some testing done in the state park.
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The town council asked the members of the commission a number of questions, but member Beverly
Budz was unhappy with the response received.
"It sounds to me you are not assuming responsibility," she stated.
"We don't own that area," replied Rizzuto.
Budz asked if someone from the council would come and look at the site, to which the council President
Brian Lynch responded that he would.
Councilman Dan Kadish asked the council to increase funding for the commission next year for the
purpose of doing tests.
"They should have the full support of the council. They should have money for testing," Kadish stated.
Tags: Local Environment | Vernon Township (including Glenwood & Highland Lakes)
More from NorthJersey.com - News:
Obama, Romney open the homestretch
Tweets of false shootouts cause panic in Mexico
Nuke talk questions await Iranian president at UN
Man dies in house fire at N.J. retirement community
Southern N.J. high school shuttered by mold
Democrats open Montclair campaign headquarters

Recommend

Be the first of your friends to recommend this.

Add a comment...
Post to Facebook

Posting as Diane Entin Wexler (Change)

Comment

Facebook social plugin

Inside NorthJersey.com
Bergen

H.S. Sports

Diet / Nutrition

Tornado watch for Bergen,
Passaic ...

Football and soccer forecasts: The case for organic food
Don ...

Community

State

Photo Galleries

Lakeland High School
plunges into ...

N.J.'s long-neglected State
House ...

Photos: New Jersey's State
House is in ...

#

Connect

Advertise

Subscribe

Find

NorthJersey.com

North Jersey Media Group

Newsletters / Alerts

NorthJersey.com

The Record

Obituaries

About Us

About Us / Locations

Follow us on Facebook North Jersey Deals

Herald News

Photographs

Contact Us

Ground Zero Spirit

Follow us on Twitter

The Record / Herald News

Community Newspapers Books

Terms of Service/ Privacy

Action Against Hunger

Mobile

Community Newspapers

(201) Magazine

Letters to the Editor

Reprints and Permissions Police Blotter Policy

Green Statement

(201) Magazine/Bergen.com Customer Care

Archives

Employment Opportunities

Other Magazines

Legals/Public Notices
© 2012 North Jersey Media Group

http://www.northjersey.com/news/168779326_Pipeline_absorption_pillows_discussed_in_...

9/8/2012

